Homosexual lifestyle is extremely harmful 

A question many people have is, what harm is it to allow same-sex couples the same benefits married heterosexual couples have? Or what harm is there in allowing gays to fill authoritative positions in society who act as role models for our children?

The answer is that it is extremely harmful to our children and society as a whole. If our children have role models who are gay, they will think being gay is something that is acceptable by society.

It has become a trend to call it an "alternative lifestyle" or one's "sexual orientation." Others refer to it as a gay lifestyle, according to an article by Farjm Majd, "The Homosexual Relationship."

Gay activists are trying to take the focus off the fact that relationships of this sort are sexually deviant and are placing the focus on tolerance, acceptance, civil rights, adoption, same-sex benefits and homosexual marriage. Majd also states that, in effect, the underlying relationship has been accepted as valid as a result of gay activists claiming their movement has a cultural basis rather than an immoral, unrestrained sexual foundation. Therein lies the deceit to their agenda.

A lot of people buy into the gay movement, convinced it's basis is in diversity rather than immorality, and any negative remarks or actions against this movement are labeled as discriminatory or hateful. The reasoning behind this push toward redefining their disorder is so that it will be accepted by society under the guise of a culture for them to promote acceptance and to obtain protection under the laws against discrimination. Gays equate themselves to certain minority groups who are protected under the civil rights movement, but their movement has nothing to do with diversity and everything to do with immorality.

It is extremely dangerous when gay activists promote and publicize harmful behavior to our youth who are extra impressionable. Greater harm is caused by homosexuals who are in positions of authority because children and young adults look up to people in authority as leaders and role models.

To accept the homosexual lifestyle as a culture and to cater to their demands will result in a breakdown of morals in society. It will bring irreparable harm to our children. How much are we willing to accept before we finally recognize the real danger involved?

Freedom of religion is freedom from religion 
Letter to the editor 

I read John letter in Sunday's paper, haranguing the "dangers" of the "homosexual lifestyle" with great interest, noting it as one of several along the same line from him. What really are these "dangers?" He doesn't mention them specifically, and it made me think the dangers were hell and damnation - that our society might suffer the same fate as Sodom and Gomorrah.
I believe thoroughly that freedom of religion means freedom from religion; we should all be treated equally under the law regardless of our religious or cultural beliefs, regardless of our sexual preference, because society's benefit is really what the law is about. It exists with our consent to keep the peace and ensure our welfare. What we're talking about here are stable households, and possibly even the advancement of society, whatever that really means. I'd like to think it means equal access to a good education, the ability to express ideas in a tolerant environment, and the ability to walk down the street without being beaten or killed because of one's religious or sexual preference or the color of one's skin.
We can only speak accurately from our experience. The people I know who are living a "homosexual lifestyle" are intelligent, thoughtful, considerate, good parents, community activists, conscientious citizens, leaders and, all in all, people who add, rather than detract, from society as I know it.
Here are a few people we have "allowed" to fill authoritative positions in our society and act as role models for our children: Achilles, Alexander the Great, Aristotle, Francis Bacon, Ludwig van Beethoven, Aaron Copeland, Leonardo da Vinci, Julius Caesar, Michelangelo, John Milton, Plato, Sappho, Shakespeare, Tchaikovsky, Tolstoy and Voltaire - it could be argued that our society was invented by gay people. Whether Western society is a good thing remains to be seen, I guess, but it's what we have to work with, and I think the best direction is forward: tolerance, acceptance, diversity of opinion and of belief, and the courage to accord justice to all people, regardless of the color of their skin, their religion (or lack thereof) or their sexual preference.
Do we want to turn back the clock and change our constitution in the direction of intolerance and bigotry? I guess we'll find out.
Learn the difference between sex, lifestyle 
Letter to the editor 

John Mielke's diatribe against the homosexual "lifestyle" (Sunday's Juneau Empire) would be funny if it wasn't so ignorant. He needs to be a little more careful in his choice of words.
One definition of "lifestyle" is "the way a person lives, including patterns of social relations, consumption, entertainment, dress, attitudes, values or worldview." I guess he is saying that Log Cabin Republicans have harmful political attitudes. Or that if gays work hard, pay taxes, obey the law and take their kids to soccer games, they are modeling damaging social values. Or that the vegetarians among them are engaging in harmful consumption. Or maybe gay Christians (yes, there are lots of them - can you say Ted Haggart?) hold an evil worldview. Wait, I've got it! Dress! It's the tight leather pants, right? And of course, there is nothing so deviant as a Bette Midler album.
Most of the gay people I know have admirable lifestyles. If Mielke is going to engage in bigoted stereotyping, at least he should use a word he knows how to define.
I submit that if he was honest, he'd admit that what grinds his grits is not the gay "lifestyle" (which doesn't even exist as a unitary social phenomenon), but gay sex. The thought of boys kissing boys and girls kissing girls after a long day at the office is what he can't stand. Well, the news is, some people with admirable lifestyles like to have sex with people of their same gender. Some people who live such despicable lives that they shouldn't be allowed to breed have sex with the opposite gender (and we have the Paris Hilton tapes to prove it). The sooner know-nothings like Mielke learn the difference between sex and lifestyle, the sooner we'll get them out of our private lives, where they have no business peeping.
